MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF

GREAT LAKES SECTION, USFA, INC.  

APRIL 18, 2009

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the GREAT LAKES SECTION, USFA was held, pursuant to the notice given in accordance with the By-laws, at 7:00 o’clock P.M. at the site of the 2009 Sectional Championships on the above-captioned date.  


JOSEPH S. STREB, acted as chairman of the meeting, and JAISON LAKER acted as secretary.  The meeting was called to order by the chairman.

ROLL:  A roll of persons present was taken by the secretary, and it was reported that the following members of the Executive Committee and Officers entitled to vote were present at the meeting and, pursuant to Article VI(A) of the Bylaws, a quorum did exist:'

Voting Members of Executive Committee:

Chairman, Joseph S. Streb (Columbus), streblaw@sbcglobal.net

Tim Mills (Indiana), tim@bladepointfencing.com

Jaison Laker (Indiana), jjlaker@aol.com

Terry Amrine (Columbus), amrineteutonic@prodigy.net

Sean Shumate (Kentucky), bsean.shumate@insight.rr.com

Joseph T. Streb (Columbus), streb.6@osu.edu

Lloyd Howell (S.W. Ohio), plumstreet@aol.com


Peter McOwen (SW Ohio), mcowen.z@wright.com

Interested Members of GLS:

Ryan Howell (SW Ohio), srhfencer@yahoo.com

Paul Brunner (Indiana), brunner_p@yahoo.com
READING OF MINUTES:  The minutes of the prior meeting of May 3, 2008 were unanimously approved.  

OFFICER'S REPORTS:

Chairman -- Mr. Streb reported that Ben Schleis performed some of the duties of Secretary but the GLS Treasurer, Jaison Laker, had to take over and do the final calculations for the GLS Sectional Circuit Awards.  Mr. Schleis was not present at the meeting. Otherwise, the Chairman reported that USFA is still in financial difficulties, and it has resisted all efforts to obtain an accounting as to exactly how the deficit occurred.
It was noted that the new officers are generally more competent than the last officers, but

they were not elected as the agents of change, so change has been slow.  There are reports from USFA that the Bylaws of the organization will be changed, and Mr. Streb has submitted various materials to the USFA Board relative thereto.  It is the position of Mr. Streb and others in the GLS that USFA should have a smaller Board of Directors configured along the standards suggested by the Better Business Bureau for non-profit organizations and by USOC for national governing bodies (NGBs) of Olympic sports. It has also been suggested to the USFA Board that the current Board be renamed the Board Of Governors and that it be responsible for fencing issues and not business issues.  So, far, of course, these suggestions have not been met with open arms by USFA management.  
Secretary – Absent.   
Treasurer – Mr. Laker reported that despite USFA not paying the Section for quite a time, the Section is in good financial condition with approximately $4160.22 in its bank account. Of course, the Section will be incurring expenses for the GLS Championships, such as, paying for the officers expenses to encourage them to attend the meeting. And, there will be expenses for the annual GLS referee training which was held at the event by Ms. Iana Dakova, the examiner.  Otherwise, the major expense of the GLS is to pay for the Chairman to attend USFA Board Of Directors' Meetings during the fencing season. 
Vice Chairman -- Mr. Mills had no report.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  There were no committees with reports.  
OLD BUSINESS:  None.
NEW BUSINESS:   


(1). AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS:  There were no proposed amendments. 

(2). LOCATION OF 2010 GLS CHAMPIONSHIPS:  The following resolution regarding location of the 2010 GLS Championship was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  


BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2010 Great Lakes Section Championship shall be 
held by the Northern Ohio Division at time and location to be determined. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to tradition, the Indiana Division 

appoints it chairman, Walt Dragonetti to be responsible for organizing the 2010 
GLS Championship, and he shall also function as Vice-Chairman of the GLS for 
the next year. 


(3).  TIMES OF SECTIONAL CIRCUIT EVENTS:  Last year, pursuant to an agreement, Michigan and Northern Ohio Division switched their months for holding their respective Section Circuit Events, and since there were no complaints on the subject, the following resolution regarding times and locations of the 2009-2010 Great Lakes Section Circuit Events was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following schedule shall be used for Great Lakes 
Section Circuit Events for the 2009-2010 fencing season:  


August



N/A



September


Northern Ohio Division (may be deferred to 






Section)


October


Michigan Division



November


Kentucky Division



December-January

Columbus, Ohio Division



February


Indiana Division  


March



Southwest Ohio Division


April



Sectional in Northern Ohio Division 


May



Sectional, optional 
Note:  Results must be reported to the GLS Secretary as soon as possible after each Circuit Event in order for points to be tabulated.



(4). ELECTIONS:  The following officer were either unanimously appointed or duly elected to the following positions:  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Officers of the Great Lakes Section for the next year 
are:  



Chairman, Joseph S. Streb (Columbus Division)



Vice-Chairman, Walter Dragonetti (Northern Ohio Division)



Secretary, Peter McOwen (SW Ohio Division) 



Treasurer, Jaison Laker (Indiana Division)

MISCELLANEOUS:  


(1).  HALL OF FAME:  Last year, upon the motion of Sara Kass, a resolution was passed instituting a Great Lakes Hall Of Fame.  Ms. Kass was appointed chair of the committee in charge of this.  Ms. Kass was not present at the meeting, and presented no report as to the Great Lakes Hall Of Fame. Therefore, the voting members declined to do anything on the matter. 

(2). The next meeting of the GLS Executive Committee was set for the end of the first day of competition of the 2010 GLS Championships.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Upon motion made, seconded, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned by the Chairman.

 






______________________________








Secretary, 







______________________________








Chairman, Joseph S. Streb
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